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a positive way, we say, thank you from the
bottom of our hearts.

I’m so honored the leadership came, many
of whom I have seen before. I’ve now met
new friends, and we welcome you here to
Washington, DC.

Thank you for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
Indian Treaty Room at the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building.

Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting
and an Exchange With Reporters
January 31, 2001

The President. Thank you all for coming.
In my first Cabinet meeting we’re going to
discuss a variety of topics today. I’m going
to remind all of us, it’s an honor to serve
the country. I expect only one standard, and
that’s the highest of ethical standards. We’re
putting together a great team to serve Amer-
ica. That’s what we’re here for.

I am going to talk a little bit about remind-
ing people that a dollar spent is a tax—is
somebody’s money and that we expect there
to be lean budgets, good stewards of the peo-
ple’s money. We’ll hear from some of the
Cabinet officers about what may be going on.
I suspect the Energy Secretary may want to
brief us. I think the Secretary of Treasury
will give us an update on what’s going on,
the economy and tax relief.

I want to assure Americans that they’re
going to be as proud of this Cabinet as I
am. This is a wonderful group of men and
women who have agreed to serve their coun-
try, for which I’m grateful.

I’ll be glad to answer a few questions.

Tax Cut Legislation
Q. Mr. President, are you beginning to

think that Congress might act more quickly
on your tax cuts if you break it up into pieces
and seek across-the-board tax cut first?

The President. I told the Speaker and
anybody else who will listen on the House
side, where the legislation must begin, that
we’re interested in the results. If that’s what
it takes to get the bill through, we’ll be willing
to listen. This is an administration that’s
mindful of the difference between the legis-

lative branch and the executive branch. We
will make suggestions if asked. If the Speaker
and Chairman Thomas and others believe
that the best way to get our plan in place
that will help bolster the economy that we
believe needs bolstering, we’ll listen and
work with them.

Pan Am 103 Verdict
Q. Mr. President, does the verdict in the

Pan Am bombing case—should it leave any
doubt that Libya was behind the bombing
of Pan Am 103 as an act of state?

The President. This was a high official.
We’ve made it very clear that this administra-
tion is going to hold the Libyans accountable.
We expect them to pay reparations. The Sec-
retary of State is in complete agreement.

Q. If they pay reparations——
The President. Let’s see if they do.
Q. The Government of Tripoli just an-

nounced as we were coming in here that they
will accept no responsibility for what hap-
pened. What happens now from the U.S.
side?

The President. We’ll develop a plan.
Q. Welcome back, Mr. Powell.
The President. He looks pretty good here,

doesn’t he? [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:28 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Energy Spencer
Abraham; Secretary of the Treasury Paul H.
O’Neill; Representative William M. Thomas,
chairman, House Committee on Ways and Means;
and Secretary of State Colin L. Powell. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the
Congressional Black Caucus
January 31, 2001

The President. I want to thank Congress-
woman Eddie Bernice Johnson from Dallas,
Texas, and you all for coming. I appreciate—
Madam Chairman. I look forward to a good
dialog on subjects that are on the Members’
minds and on my mind, as well. I think we’ll
have a good discussion about public edu-
cation. While there may be some discussion
about details, all of us, surely, believe the
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great hope for this country is to make sure
every child—I mean every child—is edu-
cated.

I look forward to sharing with the Mem-
bers who don’t know me well some of my
experiences as the Governor of the State of
Texas and what I’ve tried to do to fulfill that
promise and fulfill that pledge.

This will be the beginning of, hopefully,
a lot of meetings. I hope you come back, and
I’ll certainly be inviting. But thanks for com-
ing. It’s an important part of my job—is to
talk to everybody who is in the legislative
body. I will remind you all, I understand the
difference between the executive branch and
the legislative branch. I only get to suggest.
You all pass the laws. And that’s what we’re
here to work——

Representative Cynthia A. McKinney.
That’s right. [Laughter]

The President. I understand that well.
But thank you all for coming. It’s an honor
for you to be here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the United States Air Force
Operating Location Near Groom
Lake, Nevada
January 31, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-

source Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that on
September 19, 2000, President Clinton
issued Presidential Determination 2000–30
(copy attached) and thereby exercised his au-
thority to grant certain exemptions under
section 6001(a) of the Act.

Presidential Determination 2000–30 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s oper-
ating location near Groom Lake, Nevada,
from any Federal, State, interstate, or local
hazardous or solid waste laws that would re-
quire the disclosure of classified information
concerning that operating location to unau-
thorized persons. Information concerning ac-

tivities at the operating location near Groom
Lake has been properly determined to be
classified and its disclosure would be harmful
to national security. Continued protection of
this information is, therefore, in the para-
mount interest of the United States.

The determination was not intended to
imply that, in the absence of a Presidential
exemption, RCRA or any other provision of
law permits or requires the disclosure of clas-
sified information to unauthorized persons.
The determination also was not intended to
limit the applicability or enforcement of any
requirement of law applicable to the Air
Force’s operating location near Groom Lake
except those provisions, if any, that would
require the disclosure of classified informa-
tion.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on February 1.

Remarks at the National Prayer
Breakfast
February 1, 2001

Well, thank you all very much for that
warm welcome. Laura and I are honored to
be here this morning. I did a pretty good
job when it came to picking my wife, by the
way. She’s going to be a fabulous First Lady.

Mr. Vice President, it’s good to see you;
of course, your wife, Lynne. And I want to
thank the members of my Cabinet who are
here. I appreciate you, Senator Frist, for your
commitment and strong comments. And
Zach, thanks for your introduction. And
thank you both for organizing this important
event.

I want to thank the Members of the House
and the Senate who are here. I appreciate
the number of foreign dignitaries who are
here. It just goes to show that faith crosses
every border and touches every heart in
every nation.

Every President since the first one I can
remember, Dwight Eisenhower, has taken
part in this great tradition. It’s a privilege for
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